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Advertisements should try to sell products but 
they should also tell the truth, False claims and exag- 
geration should be avoided, Some advertisemen's try 
{o sel products which are not good for our health, To 
citean example, iquor advertisements are bane but 
several liquor brands are advertised indirectly 
through non-alcoholic prod 
ucts. Parents and children 
should be wary of such 
misleading advertisements 
There are very good advertise- 
‘ments too, With excellent visual 11 
appeal and tastefully writen copy 
‘matter. Inaddition, some of them 
have touch of social purpose 













ja la 














Ore such advertisement , 4 
was recently selected for 
the Kathi Sadasivam 
Memorial Award 2007, Ss 
This advertisement for 
Horlicks. Lite was created by JWT and released on 
World Diabetes Day The advertisement asks dia- 
betics to avoid sugar but promises that many other 
things in life are sweet, yt free and easy to comieby, 

“Be an umpire ata roadside cricket match’, the 
advertisement tellus or, “sing aloud your favourite 
song while taking a shower!” 

“Let us give a set of crayons to a poor bay to 
make him happy; or, chat with a neighbour for afew 
minutesjust to keep in touch, Such ite things make 
life sweet andthe lstis unending!" 

We deserve to be happy, just as the advertise- 
ment deserves the award! 
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FESTIVAL 

obed monks serenity and calm 
mark the birthday of Buddha, 
the enlightened one, Buddha 
Purnima falls in the month of April, 
on a full moon day 

Gautama Buddha was born to 
king Suddhodana and Queen 
Mahamava on this day in Lumbini 


Buddha 


in 2 and was named Siddharta 
Though Gautama Buddha was born 
in a royal family, he was moved by 
the misery of the old and poor. He 
renounced the throne and wandered 
till he came to Gaya. There during 
meditation under a Bodhi tree he 
tained Nirvana on a full moon night 

Buddha means the wise or en- 
lightened one. In Buddhist Temples, 
children line up and pay homage to 
the dol of Buddha, The altar is deco- 
rated with flowers. This day is cel- 
ebrated as flower day in Japan be- 
cause the cherry trees 
bloom around this time 










Buddhism origi- 
nated in India about 
2500 years ago. Today 
there are three hundred million Bud 
dhists all over the world who follow 
the simple teachings of Buddha. The 











religion spread to China, Tibet 
Srilanka and Japan, but nearly 
disappeared from its homeland, 


India 


lr). ’ 
a Purnime 


The Bodhi t 


is honoured and 
Buddhist monks in simple orange 
robes and shaved heads chant 
prayers. The ceremonies are simple 
Kher is prepared and served and 
the night bamboo lanterns are lit. 


















$uxilium Girls’ HSS, Thanjavur 


Buddhist 















damage to ai 


property belonging to any player 





We, the Indian cricket fans should 
take a leaf or two from this, 


Cricket, (especially the one 
dayers) has come a long way from 
what it wasin 1983. Ithas beccme 


highly professional with intensive 










4 peterereconttorat that z money is involved and 
“ time, but I'm sure you know not ruled aut. Win- 
that 23 years ago in 1983, India won ning has become a matter of pres- 
the world cup in cricket. We defeated 
ind ina slow fighting spirit it has almost become 


< ted first and 


ere all out for 183, Nobody ex- 
ndia to ent 

the semifinal, let alone snatch the 

F world cup. But the unexpected hap: 


pened! West Indies, the world beater 
‘could not achieve the easy target c 


and with the infusion of the 





a battle between nations! The soirit 





sportsmanship (May the best team 
Win) seems to be lost forever 
Asa result the fans become over 


184 runs on a perfect wicket 
like David conquering Goliath 
There was public and media criti 
cism of the Caribbeans in their cot 
try. The team was accused of being 








over confident and casual in its ap 
proach, But there was no public pro- 























GODS (NS OL bp ov 


Heonaunen suchen sui 
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cited and whenever India loses a ments of th 
match it comes as a shock, shatter~ 
ing their sense ofbalance. Thisis ex- _ Mlay be things would have been 
actly what happened when India lost different ifthe fans, instead of burn- 
to Bangladesh recently. We failed ing effigies and breaking down 
to appreciate the professional ap- Walls, had come out with placards 
proach of the Bangladesh team and Saying, “Boys, we are with you" 
how they out-shone us in all depart- "Go for it!” and so on, May be with 
this kind of support, the Indian 
team would have registered a 
Victory over Bermuda, As itis, 
India in out of the Super eight 
Let us not forget that efforts 
are more important than results 








The author isa fine 
cricketer (leftarm bauts- 
‘man) who played for 


Tamitnadu and the and that failures are stepping 
South Zone teams, He stones to success. Analysing our 
very nearly made it to mistakes is good but a positive 
imernational cricket attitude is better and will lead to. 
100. the best performance. 





POTTERING AROUND i 


Here are excerpts from on 
interview of JKR... She speaks 
about herself and her book: 


Who do you discuss Harry Potter 
with? 

JKR: Virtually no one, whichis, for 
me, a necessary condition of work. I 
have this reputation for being reclusive 
I'mnot reclusivein the slightest. What 
they mean is that I'm secretive - I'm 
secretive because that for me is a 
necessary condition of work. I think if 
you discuss the work wile you're doing 
ityou tend to dissipate the energy you 
need to doit. hand in the manuscript 


Emma and Arthur are the ones wo get 
my first effusions and then it’s 
wonderful to hear what they -hink 
They were both very positive about this 
book, they really liked it, And then we 
have arguments as well, obviously 

ES: This is kind of a strange 
‘question but how many times have 
you read your own story? 

JKR  Thatisnota strange question, 
it's a very valid question because once 
the book is published, I rarely re-read 
Therefore there are thousands of fans 
who know the books much better than 
I do. My one advantage is 1 know 
‘what's going to happen, and I've got a 


lamina 






to my editors, and that’s, 
Emma, who is my UK 
editor, and Arthur, who is 
my American editor, they 
would both see the 
manuscript at the same 
time, They collaborate on 
‘hat they both think about 
it, and then they come back to me and 
suggest things. Of course, it's very 
liberating once someone's read it tobe 
able to then discuss it, so you know 
T’ve keptit quiet for 18 months while 
T’vebeen working and then you get this 
explosion, because you really want to 
talk to someone about it now. So 
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Jotof backstory It's mainly 
innotebooks because the 
backstory isso valuable 
ES: When Book 7 is 
out, will you keep the 
website open to keep 
answering questions? 
JKR: Yeah, I don’t see the web site 
closing, like on the stroke of midnight 
‘hen the seventh book's finished. No, 
definitely not, but I couldn't pessibly 
answer all the questions, I think people 
will continue to theorize about the 
characters even at the end of Book 7. 
So thereisbig leeway there stil for fan 


fiction! I mean-I'ma huge Jane Austen 
fan and you wonder about the 
characters’ lives at the end ofthe story 
They still exist, they still live, you're 
bound to wonder, aren't you? But Lam 
sure that 7 will be the final novel 

MA: If you were 
‘anything else on the Harry Potter 
series, would it be about Harry 
Potter himself or another character 
or a reference book? 

JKR: The most likely thing would 
bbe an encyclopaedia in which I could 
have fun with the minor characters and 


fo write 


I could give the definitive biography of 





Rowling : Speaks x 


all the characters. 

MA: Olay, big, big, big Book 6 
question. Is Snape evil? 

JKR: Well, okay. Harry-Snape is 
now as personal, ifnot more so, than 
Harry-Voldemort. I can't answer that 
question because it’s a spoiler, isn't it? 
And let's face it, it’s going to launch 
10,000 theories, and I'm going to get 
abig kick out of reading them 

Source : Mugglenet 
—P.Alekhya, Std IX, 
St. Anns High School, 
Hyderabad - 500032 
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COVER STORY [NU 


“Hii Guddu, how about some 
bhelpuri?” 

“Nah! Just finished my large 
packet of Crunchies! You go 
head, Pinky." Guddu belched 
contentedly 

Just then Corny entered 

“Hey kids! I'd like you to 
‘come home to meet my friends. 
I'm having a party - a 





colourful party!" 
“Ooh! love 

parties. Colas and pa: chats 

and what nots! Let’s go Guddu.” 
Corny frowned, He might not 

be the ideal host afterall! 





The veggie party was in full 
swing when they entered, The long, 
snake gourd was giving his friends 
aride 

“I'm a calcium boy! So strong! I 
can lift all of you at one go!” 
“Pooh! I don’t care for him. No 


flavour", whispered Guddu to 
Pinky. 

Corny heard him. “Don’t you 
want to be strong? You need strong, 
bones for hitting sixers and strong 
teeth to bite and chew. My gr 
friends out here 

have alot of 
phytochemicals, 


wlthc 
es! 


vitamins and minerals to 
help your vision too. Ir 

fact, you must meet my green I 
veegie pals; the spinach, green 
cabbage, lettuce and others. They 
are putting on their salad dressing 
right now 

"Guddu, Cory may be right 
Remember, Popeye? So strong 
because spinach is his favour 
food, Mom says spinach has plenty 
of iron too to give you strength.” 

“Pleased to meet you pretty 
lady, Come and shake hands with 















me. I'm Okra, the envy of all my 
friends. I'm as pretty as ladies’ 
fingers. That's how our clan got its 
name, may be, Want to become 
Miss world? I’m the best bet for 
beauty and brains!” Okra boasted 

“Ooh! I'd love to be an 
Aishwarya Rail” Pinky 
‘gushed 

“Well, you'll have to 
watch your diet then, Pinky 
For rosy cheeks and glowing 
skin you need to take in 
plenty of water and 
antioxidants. Orange and 
yellow vegetables and 









: 

4 iy 
fruits are full of | 
antioxidants like | 


vitamin C, 
carotenoids and bioflavonoids 
which will give you a healthy 
immune system, heart and vision 
health as well. Cathy, the carrot 
explained while corny 
nodded 
‘You left us out!” 
screamed the Tomato twins 
from the bowl, becoming 
redder with anger! We reds 
promote heart health too 
More importantly we 











improve memory function, So if 
you want to top your class, 
remember the red-hots!” 

“Well said!” Beety the beetroot 
clapped his hands, “You are a 
sweet girl, Pinky, But I'm sweeter 
You'll ove my taste and flavour, 
‘Try me, I promise, you'll win all 
the contests hands down.” 

Pinky 
blushed a 
deep red and 
made up her 
mind to take 
his advice 











“Hey! You 
can't trick me out 
of my potato 
wafers!” Guddu said 
‘The situation seemed to 
be getting out of control 

arly right, you are 
said the potato quietly, “I’m 
not an out cast! But Guddu, 
fried oily stuff are harmful 
for the heart, They also 
increase the ‘bad’ 
cholesterol levels in the 
system, White veggies like me, 


Colly the cauliflower and Arnie the 


onion are good for the heart, and 


wwe help maintain cholesterol levels, 


that are already healthy!” 
“T must tell dad this, He's 
always talking atiout his 


cholesterol levels” Guddu said 
“Tell your dad that he can beet 
the effects of aging by taking blue 
and purple fruits and veggies” seid 
Aubergine the brinjal, “As for you, 
we'll help your memory function. 
By the way, have you met purple 
cabbage and purple carrot?” 
“Don't mind my boastful 
friends, They get their bright 
colours from phytochemicals 
You'll become bright kids if you 
get friendly with them, They are 
only too happy to provide a 
wide range of vitamins, 
minerals and fibres too,” 
Guddu and Pinky were 
convinced, They had 
decided that they were 
going to take the 
colourful path to health - 
5 servings of 5 colours blue 


/ purple, white, red, orange / 
yellow and green - thanks to the 
friendly veggies! 


- Priya Ravi 





FACT ZONE 


© George Washington died at the 
last hour of the last day of the last 
‘week ofthe last month of the last year 
df the 18th century! 

© Theodore Roosevelt was the 
first President to ride in an automo- 
bile, fly ona plane and go under wa- 
terin a submarine. 

© Mickey 
Mouse was the 
first non hu- 
man to win an 
Oscar, 

© Snakes 
continue 
grow until they die. 

© Leonardo da Vinci could write 
with one hand and draw with the 
other atthe same time. 

(Source - G.K. book) 
~d.Kashyab, 

Sta.Vill, 

KV-2, Madurai 















The rhinoceros has a horn on 
its snout. Though the horn may 
look solid and bony, it is made 
up of the same material as hair 
and hooves and has a hollow 
centre. 

© Tuatarus are lizard reptiles, 
remarkable for being active at quite 
low temperatures for reptiles 
(7 degree C). They grow very slowly 
and take 300 years to reach their 
full size of 60 cms, 

©. Spiders spin different kinds 
e yarn for these’webs 


; ar @ 


| a 
al 
eS 
~yY \ 
are spun from a sub- 
stance produced by ) 
glands near their abdo- 
men. Not all spiders can spin 
webs. A spider can never get 
‘caught in its own web! 
Source-The World of Animals 
Ajit Rengaswamy, 
‘Std.Vill 
s Rotary School, 
Madurai - 14 











STORY 


Here's a mystery story - 
\spiration for it came from a movie! 





Mc friends Mahesh, Ravi and 
Ajay, Jimmy, my dog, and 1 
were going to Ravi’s villag 
Kochi to spend our holidays. Mahesh 
brought his van for the trip from 
Chennai to Kochi 

We were enjoying the journey 
until we had to take a detour due to 
an accident on the highway. At 
around 7 pm, our van 
suddenly suffered a 
breakdown, Mahesh 
said that the engine 
was heated up and 
we needed water 
to cool it down 








the author says that the 


Mahesh and I followed one set of 
footprints while the other three fol- 
lowed the other set. We reached a 
room full of books and even found a 
book about the house. We took i: to 
show our friends. Suddenly 
I slipped on 













The Ha 


There was nobody in sight on that 
deserted road 

We pushed the van and finally 
reached a house. We knocked at the 
door but nobody came to open it 
Jimmy pushed the door and it 
opened. We entered a sparsely fur 
ished room with the picture of a 
person called John hanging on one 
of the walls. We suddenly heard foot 
steps and moved towards it. There 
we spotted footprints going in two 
directions 
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the edge of the carpet and there was 
a trap door. We found steps leacing 
underground beneath the trap door 
We went down to explore 

Ravi and Ajay had seen a box on 
a table. Jimmy had opened the 90x 
to find the head of the person they 
had seen in the photo! They heard 
warnings asking them to leave the 
place. They were terrified and stated 
running. On their way out they saw 
something floating in the air come 
towards them. ‘Ghost!’ They shouted 














and ran faster. As they came out of 
the house they fell into the open well 
outside 

‘They tried to get out of the well 
‘when Ravi spotted an opening in the 
wall of the well, They entered it to 
find a fairly large passage. We 
bumped into them half way down the 
passage. We had come down the 
same passage through the trapdoor. 

‘Together we searched and found 
balloons, some cloth cut into ghost 
shapes and two cylinders of nitric ox- 
ide. I guessed someone was using 
zs balloons and covering them with 
white cloth to make them appear as 
ghosts! 

We came out of the house and 
spotted a man on the roof. Ajay and 
T ran up to catch him but couldn't 


| 
Ji 


find anybody. We came down, Ravi 

had an idea. He whispered his plan 
Ravi and I went in to chase the man 
‘out while Ajay and Mahesh stood 
‘one on each side of the front door 
holding a rope between them. 

As we entered, the man wearing 
mask came running towards us, 
sword in hand. We ducked sideways 
while he ran out of the main door 
and fell, tripped by the rope held by 
my friends, Ravi and I pinned him 
awn while fom scared: him-by 
" bart 








— AT] 





baring its teeth 
We unmasked him 
to find the same face 
as the person in the photo. We asked 
him what he was doing there, He ex- 
plained that his grand father had hid- 
den a treasure in one of the pillars in 
the house and he was told that some- 
one was trying to steal it, He was 
looking for it himself but meanwhile 
he had to keep others away by pre- 
tending that the house was haunted 
He was surprised that we had dis- 
covered his secret but asked us for 
help to trace down the treasure. 
Jimmy meanwhile was sniffing at 
one of the pillars and barking, The 
man broke down that pillar with a 
hammer and in the 
rubble lay a bag con- 
taining ten precious 







diamonds. The man was delighted 

He gave each of us a diamond as a 

reward for our bravery and thanked 

us for the help. We continued our 
journey rich and happy. 

~- Suchith Chandra, Std.X, 

Vidya Bharathi HS, Hyderabad 









VIEWPOINT 


‘The government acted wisely by 
making helmets compulsory for two 
wheeler riders. In the event of an 
accident, head injuries and cracked 
skulls are common, In fact, riders 
should use kneepads and elbow pads 
100. 

I saw this slogan on a sign 
board: “To protect sofware, 
use hardware!” What it means 
is, the head which is the 


n 


software can be protected by wearing 
ahelmet which isthe hardware! 

-RJasonkirubakaran, 

Std VIII, Vikaasa School, 

Madurai 


Rood accidents are becoming 
everyday occurrences. Most two 
wheeler riders die on the spot because 
they are hit on the head, Helmet isa 
powerful safeguard for the head 

~A.Suganya, Std XI, 

Bharathi Vidya Bhavan, Erode 


To 
Spotect Software, 


Mhany two wheeler riders fee that 
helmets are uncomfortable. They sweat 
and get headaches f they wear helmets 
But, it is better to suffer a headacte 
rather than having one’s head broken! 











= Karshini Tyagarajan, 
Std VII, K.V,, Ashoknagar, 
Chennai. 

Making —_helme:s 


compulsory isa good decision 
The skull cracks easily and the 


brain can get damaged in a rond 

accident, This can result in paralysis, 
loss of speech, coma or even death 

-R.Anandita, Std VII, 

Anna Adarsh School, Chennai 


Wearing helmets is indeed a 
safety measure. But it has its 
disadvantages too. The rider is unate 
to see vehicles on his sides ashis vision 
isrestricted. People who suffer from 
neck pin cannot use helmets regularly, 
Helmets should not be made 


QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 
Should children be given holiday home-work? 


‘Surely you wil all have a lotto say on this! We await 





deluge of views! 


‘Send us your Views by 15,04.2007. Each published entry will receive a prize o | 


Rs. 25/-. Remember (0 include details of your age, class, school and residential 
‘address. Those of you who are non - residents of india should send us @ focal 
(indian) address too, You can send entries by post or by e.mail 
(gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 





14 Apri 2007 GoxuLaM 





compulsory Instead it should be left to 

individuals to worry about their own 
safety 

- Amrita Shriramkulkarni, 

Std X, Divine Providence 

Conve 


Making helmets compulsory is 
okay for the rich and not 
for the poor who cannot 
The 


afford them 






overnment should ensure 





that good helmets are made 











Th is a good move to 
make helmets compulsory 
But it remains to be seen 
will be 
en 


policemen can be seen 


whether it 
implemented because 





riding bikes without wearing 
helmets! 

- RKrithika, Std X, 

Rama Niranjan Podar School, 


Mumbai 
Ww. 


helmets should 
mandatory for pillion rider 











Use 








from the drivers. This 
would ensure prevention 





of head injuries to 





larger numbers 
~ M.K.Manasa, Std IX, 
MES Kishora Kendra, 





Bengalooru 





Heimetshelp save tives, 
Not only one life but many 


lives’ suffer when the 








killed in an accident 
chlaws are enforced strictly abroad. 
Why not in India? 











i, Std VI, 
K.V., Golconda, Hyderabad 
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~ LET'S COOK UP 


INGREDIENTS 

Curry leaves ~ 100 gms, 
dried and powdered 

Potatoes ~ 2 boiled, 
peeled and mashed 

Chillies ~2 small, ground 
to paste 

Salt to taste 

Oil -t0 fry 

Bread crumbs or rusk 
powder, 

METHOD 

‘Take the powdered 
curry leaves in a bow! 

Add the boiled potatoes, chilli 
paste, salt and a teaspoon of hot oil. 

Knead into dough. Leave aside 
for 5 minutes. 

Heat 2 cups of oil in a pan. 

Make balls out of the kneaded 


CURRIED 
POTATOES 





mixture, or green chutney, 
Roll in bread crumbs or rusk Note : The hot oil was added to 
powder, the mixture to make the snack more 
Deep fry. crisp. 
Drain on a plate covered with Shankar, 
tissue paper. Age 11, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
Serve hot with tomato ketchup ‘Thirumangalam, Chennai 
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uppose you are weak in a 
particular subject and 
everyone is coming to help 


you out in that subject, how would 
you feel? You would no longer 


co 


group. 








im? 


Nobody wants our pity. They 
just want our friendliness and 
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JUST FOR YOU-3 (eel aa 


compassion. Let’s give these 
most to our weakest friends, But 
beware... 


There is a story about a wise 
man from Persia. This man was 
once drowning in a river and was 
saved by one of his friends. Every 
time the wise man met this friend, 
he reminded him that he had saved 


\ FRIEND 


feel weak. When you support 
someone who has failed, you will 
get support whenever you need it. 
Always support the weakest in the 





IN NEED. 


his life. So, one day the wise man 
said, “This is where you saved my 
life..." and jumped into the 
river, saying, “This time 
I will save myself!” 
This is what will 
happen if we keep 














ro) 


on flaunting our deeds! 
Nobody loves a big boast! 


Don't treat school as 
if it is public property. Feel a 
personal connection with the 
school. Feel that you belong to the 
teacher and the teacher belongs to 
you. Make as many new friends 
as possible. Feel at home with all 
age groups, with all cultures. It is 
so interesting to know how other 
people live and what they do! That 
will make your heart grow and 
blossom. We are all so different, 








yet the same 


Your mind, intellect and 
heart — all need equal 
attention, They will help 
you grow into a complete 





personality 


Sri Sri Ravishankar 


V.Vishnupriya, 
Std.VIL, 

Periyar Centenary 
Memorial Matriculation 
Higher Secor dary 
Sciool, 


Tichy 





Alammyan Deka, 
Std.IV, Carmel School, 


ighay, 
Std.VI1, Mahatma Gandhi 
Centenary Vidyalaya, Trichy 


P.B.Punya, Std. VI, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Thiruvannamalai 


SSwathy Priya, 

‘Sunbeam Matric. 

Hr. Sec. School 
Vellore 





COMPUTER SAGA; i i 


Sz \was at home studying for her 
exams. Her parents were at a 
wedding, Her brother had gone to 
play cricket. 

“need a break,” she decided, 

Without a second thought, she 
switched on the computer, and 
‘connected to the internet 

‘Tring! A chat window opened, 

‘Sweetie _Cutie invited her for a 
chat 

‘Hey! I wanna chat with you" 

‘Simi bither lip. Her parents never 
allowed her to chat, With shaky 
hands, she typed 

Hil 

‘Sweetie_Cutie: How ru? 

‘Simi: Studying for stupid exams, 

Sweetic_Cutie: Sure... a pain 
Lowzof fun things to do out there. 


Simi: hmmm 
Sweetie_Cutie: I waz at a beach 
party... real fun, 
Simi; beach? 


‘Sweetie_Cutie: Mumbai... yaar. 
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and you? Simi, iz it ur real name? 

Simis me too! Yeah that is my real 
name! 

‘Sweetie_Cutie: How exciting! 
Are you in school? 

Simi: Yes! We live near Juhu 
beach 

‘Sweetie_Cutie: Wont it be fin to 
meet on the 
beach, 

ink a (CY 
power cut! i 
Simi was 0 Bl (2 
frustrated, A y) So 

Did Simi 
know she was 
lucky? She was saved by the power 
ut 





Saved? She missed a lot of fun, 
right? Wrong! 






‘Never write or chat to 

someone who has maae 

you feel uncomfortable 
or scared, 





Simi did several things 
wrong 

© Her parents had no dea 
she had logged on to the net 
or the time she spent 
chatting 
© She chatted with a stranger 
© She used her real name while 
(on internet and gave away personal 
in-formation, location of her home, 
to. complete stranger 





© Simi was planning to meet a 
stran-ger without her parents’ 
knowledge. 


Tr might be that you know more 
about computers than anyone else at 
home, but it is important to be safe. 
Sending pictures, giving private 









parents will not permit, 
and not telling parents 
about disturbing sites 
you visited are the 


biggest mistakes some 
children make. 

Internet is full of life. 
Even though we might not 
physically meet anyone we 
have to be careful in cyberspace. 
Identity can be stolen and used by 
strangers half way across the globe. 
Hackers can illegally break into your 
computer and use it to do unlawful 
things — like sending spam mails, 
storing trash information in your 
hard drive, and causing the spread 
of virus. 


Taternet has brought the world 
closer to your neighbourhood. It has 
brought all the good and bad things 
from the neighbourhood into your 






home. All people in 
our neighbourhood 
are not good. Remem- 
ber what happened at Noida...? 
Cyberspace is also a place where 
such cruel criminals hangout, They 
pose to be the 


person they are not and use artificial 
names and identity to conceal them- 
selves. 


Remember 

A “friend” in Germany may be a 
neighbour. 

A’12-year-old gir!’ could really 
bean older man with bad intentions. 

A person asking for personal 
information about you, your parents 
and telephone number can cause 
worry and harm to your family. 


Rani Iyer 











As fast as a snail? Why not, 
but only in water. The snail fish 
isthe fastest fish. Itcan move as 


sualy 
rue ste 


fast as a carl It tucks in its fins 
tight and races through the water 
like a knife, slicing it with its nose. 
Hts can reach speeds of over a 
hundred kilometres per hour. 


The clown fish is the only fish 
that is not hurt by the sea 
anemone's poisonous sting. The 
clown fish is protected by the 
thick slimy secretion coating its 
body. It lives safely among the 
sea anemones’ tentacles. 


The snail in out garden can 
crawl on a razor's edge without 
cutting itself! This is because of 
the colourless sticky fluid it 
discharges as a protective carpet 
along its path as it moves. 


Any ‘friend’ with your picture can 
misuse it in many different ways. 





Follow these safety tips: 

1. If you read anything on the 
Internet that makes you feel 
uncomfortable, stop at once and tell 
‘your parents right away. 

2. If you must post your e-mail 
address, use your family's e-mail 
address even if you have your own, 

3. If anyone is rude to you on the 
internet, remember to stay cool and 
calm, You need not reply to them if 
you don’t want to, 

4. You can always log-off and go 
do something else if internet gets 
boring 

5. Never send songs music or 
other copyrighted material via 


£2, 


internet to anyone. 
‘These tips will help you keep safe 
and secure on the internet. 





As you use internet in a better 
and effective way, remember to: 

B be safe 

B have fun 

& learn more of everything 

B travel around the world 

2 disconnect from the net and get 
back to your routine life. 


RANDOM THOUGHTS 


Books have the magical 
quality of transporting us into 
another world instantly. You can 
carry them in your pocket or bag 
and open them whenever you 
like... and the doors open straight 
into a different world! 

Abook read on a holiday, in a 


RO A 






















! RERED 


Wi 


quiet guest room, on a 
cool day has a different 
feel from one read in 
your own bedroom on a 
scorching summer after 
noon 

People like reading certain 
types of books according to the 
Nothing like 
reading ghostly tales well into 
the night or reading mushy 
romance, snuggled up in bed 
on a rainy day, While some 
individuals prefer light entertain- 
ment as holiday reading, others 
on the contrary prefer to use the 
clear mental space for exploring 
books that offer a little more 


time of the day 











= 


nourishment to the 


5 fi 
hungry mind or | \| 
enrich the soul 


But in the busy and material- 
istic world of today, the habit of 
reading is slowly and steadily 
dying especially amongst the 
younger generation, Children 
today prefer watching television 
and playing video games over 
reading a book, which is pity, 
really! 

While watching TV there is no 


scope for the imagination to 
work, but books tease and 
challenge us to create in 
our mind what the authors de- 
scribe 


— K. Prabhu, Std IX, 
Bhel Mat.Hr.Sec.School, 
Kailasapuram, 

Trichy 


SERIAL CHAPTER-S A 


The story so far... 

The Mehras are hunting for their 
lost dog named Biscuit, when they meet 
Sunita walking her daschund Snoopy 
Sunita takes them home to her mother 
ingeetha who is an animal activist. 
Sunita friends Ranjith and Suresh 
stumble on the fact that Biscuit has been 
Kidnapped by a fake veterinary van. 

A friend of Ranyith’s named Karan 
‘contacts them saying that a cream La: 
bbrador has come up for sale and they 
had taken a look atthe dog. Ir could be 





Biscutt, feel everyone. A famous film 
star's dog ‘Poopsie' is kidnapped and 
the trail gets hot. 

‘Sangeetha and Mythili, plan to nab 
the kidnappers 


‘Meanwhile, Karan goes missing and 
hhis mother calls Sangeetha for help. 
They decide to vistt the veterinary cut. 
fit where the dog had come up for sale. 

The trail is hot, but dangerous, Read 


Sunita in Trouble 

Sunita paced the porch of the 
building, the receptionist came out 
with a man in a white uniform by 
her side Sunita looked up, forced a 
smile and said, “Just a minute” into 
the phone as sofily as she could so 
that they would think she was tzlk- 
ing to someone. “This is Anil,” said 
the receptionist, “he will take you 












through all the services we offer. Is 
your mother back?" 


Sunita shook her head and tried 
to smile, But she knew that she did 
not look too convincing, The man 
called Anil was smiling widely till 
now, but as he stared intently at 
Sunita, his eyes narrowed, “Do you 
want to finish your call?” he askei 

Sunita started and looked at the 
mobile. “Uh, yes,” she whispered 
through dry lips, "Give me a 











minute.” She walked a 
little away, pretended 
to tell the person on 
the line that she would call a little 
later, and pretended to cut the line 
She shoved the mobile into her back- 
pack and tured. She got a shock 
Anil was right behind her. “Your 
mother has gone out?” he asked. 
“Uh, ya,” Sunita could manage, 
had a headache and she has gone 
opposite to get a tablet.” 

“Oh?” he squinted across the 








road, “Why isn’t she back by now? I 
can't see anyone at the medical 
shop. 

Now Sunita’s heart began thump- 
ing wildly, This guy looked like he 
was trouble, with his white lab coat 
(with an Animal Kingdom logo) 
barely managing to cover a broad 
chest and muscular arms, He actu- 
ally looked pretty menacing, She 
wanted to escape this situation 








ndhya Sridhar 





double quick. “Oh,” she replied, 
will go check and come.” 





“No, no,” said Anil, holding her 
back by the backpack, “You stay with 
‘me. I will keep an eye on you as your 
‘mom instructed, You can come in 
with me and check out some of the 
dogs we have here for adoption.” 
fo, no," stuttered Sunita, now 
terrified, She also knew that in some 
‘way, her game was up and that Anil 
suspected something was on, She 
didn’t know what to do, as he firmly 
sipped her by a shoulder and forced 
her to turn into the entrance to the 
building. “I want to find my mom!” 





Tea and Biscuit! 

He literally pushed her through 
the reception area, past the startled 
receptionist(who now looked 
slightly alarmed) and into a room at 
the side, This room had a staircase, 
through which they moved now, to 
the first floor, Sunita could hear dogs 
barking, whining, snuffing... Plates 
clattering... A few voices here and 
there... The general atmosphere of 
a veterinary hospital. They reached 
the first floor, which was obviously 
a dispensary and a medical practice 
A glass door said, ‘Vet’ but Anil ig- 
nored this and turned to take the 
staircase to the next floor, Sunita 
now struggled but Anil had her in an 
iron grip. “You make one noise 
young woman, and you will see what 
‘happens to you,” he said through 


gritted teeth, “I don’t know who all 
you people are but I am getting she 
general drift and you are going to un- 
derstand that you can’t poke your 
nose into other people's affairs end 
get away with it Come on!” 

A lady ina white lab coat was hur- 
rying down the stairs and she looked, 
hier eyebrows raised, as Anil pushed 
Sunita up. “Help! Help me!" 
shrieked Sunita, Anil laughed, “An- 
other one?” the lady in the lab coat 
asked, rolling her eyes, “Looks like, 
Janaki,” replied Anil, “What do we 
do with them? There is one mere, 
this girl's mother and she’s gone out 
to get a medicine or so this girl says, 
T think we need to clear out all the 
dogs and these people out, in the van 
Be good and call Menon, 
will you? 

Janaki nodded and ran 
down. Sunita and Anil 
reached the second floor. 
‘A wide padiocked door 
stood open and as they 
went in, Sunita got the 
shock of her life. It was a 
huge hall, the length and 
breadth of the building. 
Along the walls were 
fairly large cages housing 
dogs... there were two or 
three labs, one pug, 
one daschund, two 
Doberman... all not 
quite grown out of pup- 
pyhood, Then, in one 
cage, there were 





















people! A woman and a boy, together 
~Karan! Mythili Aunty! Sunita was 
stunned, Soon, she found herself 
pushed into the cage with them, An- 
‘other white coat, again a woman, 
‘was checking each of the dogs in the 
‘cages, and injecting them with some- 
thing. She reached their cage just as 
Anil was padlocking the door and 
pocketing the keys, 

“Give them some tea,” winked 
Anil, “And perhaps some biscuit)" 











The Game is Up 
‘Sangeetha, who had rushed to the 
medical shop opposite, had found the 
phone there dead. So she hopped to 
the store next door, which happened 
to bea tailor shop. She borrowed the 





























tailor’s mobile phone to make a call 
to ‘Animal Rights’ to decide the next 
course of action, Her calls took 
longer than she had anticipated, be- 
‘cause of the explaining she had to 
do about Mythil’s situation, But help 
was at hand. She ran back to the vet- 
erinary services compound and 
looked around for Sunita but the girl 
‘was missing, Sangeetha walked into 
the next room, It turned out to be a 
testing lab, with a couple of techni- 
cians busy with something or the 
other. She retreated and tried another 
door, This one was better ~ there was 
4 staircase, and on the first floor, a 
glass door bore the legend *Vet’. She 
‘opened the door to come face to face 
with the receptionist, who had re- 
moved her white coat and was obvi- 
ously angrily shoving stuff into her 
handbag. Behind her was another 
itl, sitting behind another reception 
‘counter, and this git! too, looked an- 
‘ary and alarmed. Seeing Sangeetha, 
this second receptionist asked, 
“What can I do for you madam? Do 
you want to see the vet?” 

‘Sangeetha grabbed the first recep- 
tionist by her shoulder and asked, 
“Where is my daughter?” “I don't 
know, don’t ask me,” the woman re- 
plied, as she pushed Sangeetha off 
forcefully, and opened the door, at a 
run, Sangeetha turried to the second 
receptionist. “Where is my daugh- 
ter?” she asked again, 





‘Next time: 
‘Things Get Out of Hand 







pues 


Delete AtoZ (26 letters) inthe 6, After which animal are the 
picture given below, Then arrange Canary islands in the Pacific named? 
the remaining letters to find a ‘Big 7. What was king George VI's 

first name? 
8, What colour is purple finch? 
9. Where are chinese gooseber- 
ries from? 
10. How long did the 30 years war 
last? 
Source : internet 
~ RSharanya, Std.V1, 
Mahila & Nutan English High 
ichool, Goa 





—A.Anees Fathima, Sd.IX, 
SAB Mat. HSS, Theni 





Il, The world’s easiest 
quiz? 

1 How long did the 100 years war 
last? 

2, Which country makes panama 
hats? 

3. From which animal do we get 
catgut? 


4, In which month do Russians 
celebrate the October revolution? 

5. What is a camel's hair brush 
made of? 
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Ill, Click the elemnts in 
the clock. (Symbols) 


1. The olympic medal 
that India had won 


/ 


now (12 and 5) 
2. A costly metal (12 

and 10) 

3. Chemically diamond is noth- 
ing but this cheapest non-metal (2) 

4. The non-metal used to avoid 
dental cavities (4) 

5. The metal atthe centre of Hae~ 
moglobin (4 and 3) 

6. The metal in the thermometer 
(Gand 5) 

7 The isotope we this metal is 


used in cancer treat- 
ment (2 and 7) 

8, The non-metal 
present in the bones 
(8) 

9, Radioactive metal (9 and 11) 

10. The first metal invented by 
man (2 and 10) 

11, meta that is mixed with petrol 
(Sand 1) 

12, The metal which strengthens 
bones (2 and 11) 

—S.Kavitha, Stl.X11, 
SISSYS, Tirunely 
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* TRAVEL 


Last year, in August, I visited 
Switzerland with my parents. We 
Went toa mountain village called 
Muerren. It isa small village at an 
altitude of about 2135 mts. The 
total population of this vill 








was hardly 500 people. Vehicles 
aren't allowed into the village, so 
there is absolutely no pollution 

To reach Muerren, we had to take 
sither a cable car from the foot of the 
nountains or board a train called 
“Funicular”, which goes up the 
mountains at an angle of 70 to 75 
degrees, From Muerren we could see 
many peaks like Eiger, Monch and 
Aungfrau (the highest peak is 
Switzerland), We then took a cable 
car to Schilthron at an altitude of 
about 3090mts. During winter, skiin 
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competitions are held here every 
year. The race starts at Schilthorn end 
the participants have to ski down the 
This skiing route is 
considered to be the longest in the 
world, 


The following day, we went to 
MtJungfraujoch, which is at an 
about 4035 
(SJungfrau,” means a beautiful git) 
The highest railway station in the 
world is located here We took a 
‘mountain train to get there. We had 


mountains 








altitude of mits 





to pass through many 
tunnels. There is a man - 
made ie palace at the top 
of the mountain where 


many animal statues, all 
made of ice, are kept 
Jungfraujoch has been 


declared a world heritage 

site, It was freezing cold 

though we wore woollen 

sloves and thick jackets 

‘The tip was apleasant one 

and I really enjoyed being 

in the midst of Nature. It 

‘was lovely to see snow ~ 

capped mountela peaks and watch them glow at sunrise. 
—Aparna Sankar 
‘Std XI, Sir Sivas (i Kalalaya, 








r =H Mylapore, Chennai 





POET'S CORNER 
A Neat Little Clock! 






















Vi. ‘There is a neat little clock 

Z In my study room it stands 

And it points to the time 

With its two little hands 

, And may we, like the clock 

Keep our face clean and 
bright 

Y. With hands ever ready 

‘To do what is right. 

— R.Achitha & 

Std. VII, Maharis! 

Mandir, Hosur 





Listen one, listen alll Teachers never understand 

Usten kids, to my warning call. Homework should be banned 

Homework'shete, is coming near 

Workload is drowning us | fear. Homework ought to leave us alone 
Go! Not stay to make us moan 

Starting homework is a strain Not take our time, so we can’t play 

Finishing it, greater pain But work inside in a feverish way 


Wom Ew, (One fine day, | sure will throw 
fe) Homework so that it will go 
Info the sewers down the drain 
D,__ Soitwillnever bother me 


A ‘again 
=radmaptiya 

Govindaroju, 

Ste. VIl, PSB, 


% 
is) Chennai 
% 
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Crickets an international game, 
Which has won a lot of fame 


We wantour players to shine like 
the sun, 

Win the ‘World Cup’ and make 
the others run, 


Sachin, Saurav, Shewag, 
when playing cricket, 
‘Try not to loose your wicket 
Rahul, Zaheer, Yuvaraj, 
don’t drop catches; 
as catches win matches, 


Irfan, Agarkar, Harbhajan 
bow! to the stumps, 
get the batsmen out plumps. 


Dhoni, Sreesanth, Uthappa 
give life to the game, 

bring your opposite side to 
shame. 


India is waiting for the ‘World 
Cup’ and you a 
We love cricket and love you too. 
— Ankita Panda, Std.X, IEMS, Bhubaneswar 


Dear Teache 


Thave eyes, you gave me vision 
Thave ears, you made me listen 
Thave tongue, you taught me to speak 
Thavea mind, you helped me think 
have hands, you taught me to write 
‘Thankyou dear teacher, I will make you proud! 
Kaushalya, Std.IX, 
Vasant Vihar High School and 
Sunior College; Thane 
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My name 
Address 








PENPALS 


Name : Simran Kaur 

Age: 15 

Address : L5/158, Kadma Sonari 
Link Road, Jamshedpur - 831005 

Hobbies : Reading, listening to 
music, coin collecting, playing foot- 
ball, watching TV. 


Name : A.C.Shashikumar 

Age: 15 

Address :R No 3632, Hoysala 
House, Sainik School Bijapur, 
Karnataka. 

Hobbies :- Playing cricket, 
watching TV, reading books. 


‘Name : R-Archana 

Age: 14 

Address :*Sowparnika’, 1, Pudur 
Vandi Pathai, K.Pudur, Madurai - 
625 007. 

Hobbies : Drawing, singing, read- 
ing story books, manazines, GK 
books, playing cricket, badminton, 
basketball, listening to music, stamp 
collection, coin collection. 


Name : Nikhita Prabhakar 

Age: 10 

Address : 12, Mathruchaya, 2nd 
BY main, Bhyraveshwar Nagar, 
‘Nagarbhavi Main Road, Bengaluru 
= 560 072 

Hobbies : Surfing, reading 
drawing, painting, making craft 
items, writing poetry, dancing, 
playing outdoor games, watching TV 
and movies, collecting coins, 
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gardening, learning new langueges 
and information about new cultures 
and places, listening to music, 
singing and learning yoga, 


‘Name : A.Aswin Vayiravan 
Age 


4 







Address : 21, Barathidasan Street, 
Balasubramanian Nagar, Madurai - 
625 005, 

Hobbies : Playing chess, reading 
books (Harry Potter), bird watching, 


‘Name : V.Sree Lakshmi 
Age: 12 
Address Room No.3, 
Kozhippilly Quarters, Ponmundam 





PO, Tirur, Malappuram - 676 106 

Hobbies : Collecting pictures, 
dancing, writing letters, reading story 
books and watching TV. 


Name : B.P. Nithin Chengappa 

Age : 13 

Address: 3, Big Street, 
Thakkolam, Vellore District, 
Tamilnadu 

Hobbies : Reading books, watch- 
ing TV, chatting with friends and 
playing tennis. 


Name : Anup Bharadwaj 
Age : 14 


Address ; Block 18, No.20, 


FRIENDS 
ALWAY 


BEML Layout, 
Srirampura II State, 
Mysore - 570 023. 
Karnataka, 

Hobbies : Stamp collection, 
writing letters, playing cricket and 
video games ete, 


‘Name : 8.Venu Kamal 
Age : 14 
Address : Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya (Residential), Dhoom 
Marikpur, Dadri, GB.Nagar - 203 
207, Uttar Pradesh. 









Hobbies : Reading 
story books watching, 
TV, making friends, 
nting, listening to music. 





Name ; Venkatram 

Age :14 

Address : Plot No. 103, Veegaland 
CHS, Flat No:301, Sector-21, Nerul, 
Navi Mumbai - 400 706 

Hobbies : Playing, reading books, 
watching TV, hanging out with 
friends 





Name : Nithya Kasi 

Age :9 

Address : 23, King Arthur Ct., 

New City, NY - 10956 (USA) 
Hobbies : Surfing the net, 

singing, reading and writing 

novels, playing sports, 

watching TV, listening to 


(~ 


ae 
music, playing the piano and makina 
friends, 


‘Name : N.R.Akshaya Reddy 

Age: 11 

Address : 40, Shakthi Nagar [1 
Street, Choolaimedu, Chennai - 600 
094 

Hobbies : Reading books, solving 
puzzles and sudoku, making craft 
painting, diary writing 
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ECOLOGY 


Mother Nature has always been 
beautiful and bountiful. She gives 
freely at all times and has nurtured 
life for millions of years. A good 
environment is a basic need for our 
survival, We need to protect our en- 
vironment and share it with all the 
other creatures in order to live in har- 
mony. Every child should become 
a responsible and sensitive citizen 
of his own country and the world 































at large. One should 
remember that man 
has exploited nature 
to such an extent that 
he has become a victim of his own 
greed and selfishness. 

I once purchased a book and 
happened to save a tree as the note- 
book was an eco-buddy notebook. 
Eco-buddy notebooks use paper 
made from bagasse, not trees. Ba- 
gasse comes from sugarcane. After 
the cane has been crushed to make 
sugar, the left over pulp is tumed 
into paper. Every time you buy an 

eco-buddy notebook, you help 
to save a tree, Every time you 

save a tree you save a patt of 
the earth. 
‘The most valuable legacy 
that we can leave behind for 
the future generations is a 
clean, pure and green envi- 
ronment, because chilliren 
are like flower buds. They will 
only bloom in ideal surroundings. 
Should we not contribute our mite 
by doing at least elit- 
tle to save our pre 
cious environment? 


-K.Keerthana 
Krishnamurthy, 
StdIX, 
S.V.Union 
High School, 





What is happening 
there students? 


Sir, There's a lovely 
puppy here... Raj says whoever 
speaks a big lie can keep it. 


When I was 
your age I never 
knew what un 


Sir, now we know who can 
keep the puppy... you 
ofcourse! 





GRANDMAWORM 


Dear Grandma, 


How can I become an amazing 
child? 


-M.Aparna, Madurai 

Dear Aparna, 

You have already amazed me by 
wanting to be an amazing child! 
Think of something positive that you 
would love to do forever and try hard 
{0 excel in it. You'll be amazed at 
what you can achieve! Good luck! 





down entirely. How do I overcome 
My ambition is to be a lawyer. my problem? 

But when it comes to public speak- ~ ASharuni, Perak, 

ing or a stage performance I break Malaysia 


Dear Sharuni, 

You don t need to be great at pub- 
lic speaking in order to become a 
lawyer. In actual practise, judges 
will not be carried away by theatri- 
cals. To be a good lawyer, you must 
know the law, and have the ability 
to interpret the law to argue in 
favour of your client, There are sev- 
eral branches of law and various 
ways of practising them. The ability 
{0 argue a case will come naturally 
to you if you have studied law and 
understood it clearly 





T never complete my home as- 
signment. L open my book to study, 
but after a short time, Iswitch over 
to a Harry Potter book. Help me te 
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concentrate on my lessons. 

- TEL. Kesava Reddy, Ganjam 

Dear Kesava, 

There is nothing wrong in want- 
ing to read Harry Potter books, 
They've been written to be read. 
Doread them, But you should also 
have a bookmark. Afier reading a 
chapter or 20 to 25 pages, place 
the book mark and clase the book 
Continue reading the next day, There 
is great jay in reading a book this 
way, instead of reading the entire 
book in one sweep. Choose a proper 
time to read and allot half an hour 





‘for it. Then go 
back to your 
studies. You'll 
certainly con- 
centrate better, 


T love reading 
Gokulam. But when exams ap- 
proach, my mother restricts me 
from reading it, Please suggest a 
way out. 

~Monisha Mohan, 
Coimbatore 

Dear Monisha, 
Your mother forbids you from 








‘ 
-. 


reading Gokulam when exams are 
around the corner, for, she s not sure 


that you have prepared yourself 
properly to face them. If you have 
studied all the subjects thoroughly 
through out the year, instead of try- 
ing to mug up in the last minute, 
‘you'll feel sure of yourself. Your mom 
Yoo will feel confident. You can then 
tell her that you would like to read 
Gokulam for a change, just for fif- 
een minutes. She'll not objec. 
Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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— 
‘These iagaia cotpecscbieree 
| creatures with backbones and those that do 
MOLLUSCS! 2222s 


Invertebrate category of animals, There are 


1,60,000 varieties of molluscs which 
live under-bea. 


Some other molluscs have a 


Some molluscs have a hard shell hard hell within their bodies, 


covering thelr exterior body, 
ve the strangest of strange characterletice, 


The octopusis the most ‘brainy 
among molluscs. It i6 called 60 be~ 
cause it has eight limbs (octo- 
ight). This creature is a threat to 
deep-sea divers. It can drag a hu- 
man down and crush him to death 
with ite tentacles (lmbs)| It's venom 
can cause death within two hours, 


‘An octopus foods on ohle, crabe, 
oysters and fish, When deprived of arey, 
it gobbles up one of ite own tentacles! 
But, the lost’ tentacle grows back sgain 
over timel There are around a hundred va- 
rleties of octopl 








The atant qui tthe largsst motisc It Gan grow to over 1B motioe in 
length: has eight limbs and a pair of stings. It has a hard shell covering w thin 
ite body! 
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Cuttle fish are molluscs which change colour to camouflage them seives, like 
the chameleon. They can turn brown, white or to a brown striped hue. 











The sea onail hae an exterior shell. Like the bat, 
thangs upside clown allits lifel A sticky foam ema- 
nates from its mouth, forming a layer of under we 
| ter adhesive. The creature attaches iteelf to this 

layer. The sea-snail i¢ used in the production of 
drugs. 











some a 








Persopens wclaiers 

1s another type of jlly fish 
The sea wasp It:hae a long rope-lte ten- 
The umbreia-ike jellyfish | Jelly fish is highly tacle appendage on its bady 
originated around 65| Poisonous. It's measuring two to 30 
milion years agol Alarge| Venom can kill a metres, At the end of each 
jellyfish can measure 25| man in three min- ‘rope’ is a poisonous sting 
‘metres across. The long} utes. It enables the creature to 
sensors that dangle sting it's prey before devour: 
from its body measure ing il 
over 60 metres! 


























The shell is a creature encased by a hard cov- 
ering on either sides. The number of lines running 
across a shell indicate its age. Every year a new 
line i formed. 











Some types of shes emit 
ablackink-tke substance to 
lard away predatore. This 
leubstance does not dis 
soNe nwater but takes the 
shape of the shel ite ana 
isleade the enemy fish! 





Tritacna is a mollusc of 
about 15 metres width. Deep 
sea divers who are enenared by 
this creature, cannot escape 
death It can crush a person to 
death between its shell laps! 





Shellfish can lve for over 
220 years. Folio vaccines are 
prepared from a substance 
obtained from the body of 
shell fish, 


Among molluscs, 
coysterslve the longest, 
‘An oyster discovered 
off the coast of Philp- 
pines was found to be 
450 years old 


















There are over a hundred varieties of aye 
ters, The smallest grow upto two centimetres 
‘and the largest can grow upto 90 centimetres! 
A single oyster lays crores of eggs in a éeason, 
The shel around a baby oyster grows only a day 
after it is hatched. 


xe oe 








The gastropod snaite shell elon 


gates as it grows in size. Its soft body 
snuggles into the spiral ehell and as the 


body grows, the spirals increase too! 
L = 
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CREATIVE CORNER 


You need : Ice-cream sticks, 
glue, paint, chumkies/glitter, 

Method : Lay 
outthe ice cream 
sticks in two lay- 
ers, as shown in. 
figure (a), and 
glue them, 

* Stick an- 
other ice crearr 
stick diagonally 
as shown in fig- 
ure (b) Cross 
piece. 

+ Make three 
such pieces. 

Join them 
together by 





sticking the cross pieces at the 
back, one end to another. 

+ Turn it over and paint it in 
your favourite colours and deco- 
rate it with chumkies. 

Hint : You could make each 
piece in different sizes - 3 sticks 
inalayer, 4and§ sticks pe “ar 
etc. 

























+ You could nang them up to- 
gether placing the larger one on 
top and the smaller ones below 
in graded order or viceversa. 

Instead of chumkies you 
could stick some photographs or 
pictures. 

—N.Sarasija, Std.VI, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai, 


ARTICLE 


lundreds of years ago, 

people alll over the 

world had some very 
strange ideas about the earth and 
earthquakes. Some believed that 
an animal supported the earth, 


while others thought that a God 
or some giant held it 
Earthquakes were caused when 
the God moved or sneezed. Here 
are some of the stories 


In our ancient lore it was 
believed that the earth rested on 
the backs of eight elephants. 
‘When one of the elephants grew 
tired and stretched or shook its 
head, it caused the earth to 
tremble. 
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In the Indonesian island of 
Celebes, people thought that the 
earth was supported by a giant 
pig. Earthquakes occurred when 
the pig scratched itself against a 
palm tree! 


The ancient Greeks blamed it 





on the giant, Atlas, who they 
believed carried the earth on his 
shoulder. Every time he shrugged 
his shoulder, it caused the earth 
to shudder. 


In Peru its believed that 
whenever their God visited the 
earth to count how many pecple 
there were, his footsteps caused 
earthquakes. To shorten his task, 
the people ran out of their houses 
to shout “I'm here, I'm here!” 







Thereby they were able to 
introduce in their myth, the 

wisdom of leaving their flimsy 
houses during an earthquake 


In dapan, the land of 
earthquakes, the lore is that a 
giant catfish lived in mud 
beneath the earth. The catfish 
liked to play pranks and could 
only be restrained by Kashima, a 
God who protected the Japanese 
people from earthquakes. So 
long as Kashima kept a mighty 
tock with magical powers over 
the catfish, the earth was stil, But 
when he relaxed his guard, the 
catfish thrashed about, causing 
earthquakes! 


Now with the advancement of 


SHUDD 


( 





science, and the 
study of the earth 

) , and its crust, 

} ) these legends 
have been 
replaced with 

scientific theories. 






‘Source | From Atom to 
‘Nano-Tech, CBT Publication 
— Aishwarya Mohan, 

‘Std.IX, Sri Vidya 

Mandir School, Salem 
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STORY 


M: Patil woke up inthe middle 

of the night as a streak of 

bright light lit up her bedroom 
“Oh no! Ashok, is that you?” 


“Mom, I'm just looking up a 


Mr Patil continued to snore, 

“What with your Kumbakarna 
snores and with Ashok’s word ma- 
nia, 1'l soon turn into an insomni 
Mrs Patil angrily went to the gue 











word in the dietionary.” 

“In the middle of the night? 
Goodness gracious! Can't it wait 
until morning?” 

“Oh no, mom! 1 may forget the 
word.” 

“You and your vocabulary ma- 
nia!” 

“Shekhar!” she called, jabbing 
Mr-Patil with a finger. “I'm fed up 
with this boy. He disturbs my sleep 
every night.” 
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room, 


Next morning, Mrs.Patil was 
yawning as she served the Suncay 
brunch. 

“Ashok just go down and fetch 
Nandu the plumber. The garden tap 
is leaking 

“Just a minute mom. I'm almost 
through with the crossword.” 





“Words! Words! Go and call 
Nandu at once or else the tank will 
be empty by this evening.” 

“Okay, mom,” 

Ashok cycled down to fetch the 





PO 
plumber and returned with a new 
plumber 

“Mom, Nandu is away. So I have 
brought along a new plumber.” 

“Who cares, as long as the job is 
done well!” 

Mrs Patil led him down to the 
garden. While he was at work, Ashok 


called out from the window 
“Mom, power failure! For the 


WER! 


5 
fifth time today. I'm 

‘opening the window 

for some fresh air” 

“Remember to 
shut it as soon as power supply 
comes on. Your father has 
nailed a plywood on the bro- 
ken window, We'll have to get 
that fixed too.” 

The plumber completed the 
job and demanded fifty rupees 
Mrs Patil haggled and argued 
and finally sent him off with 
forty rupees. 

“Greedy chap! Mustn’t call 
him again. Anyway today it 
was an emergency.” 


Ashok spent the day read- 
ing a novel. After dinner 
Mrs.Patil said, “Come on 
Ashok, finish your homework 
quickly. Dad’s out of town and 

T’mdead tired. Let's go to bed 
early” 

Just then Ashok came 

across a difficult word. 
ad “Just a minute mom! Let 
me just look up this one word in the 
dictionary” 

Nothing doing. Go to sleep, 
now!" 

Ashok went to bed but at around 
midnight, the loud thunder woke him 
up. It was pouring cats and dogs. 
Since he was wide awake, Ashok 


\ 
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thought he might as well look up the 
word in the dictionary. He tiptoed to 
the study in the dark aided only by 
sudden flashes of lightning when he 
suddenly noticed a puddle of water 
on the floor. 

‘O dear! I forgot to shut the win- 
dow! 

Dictionary in hand, Ashok ran to 
close it. He slipped and skated down 
like an Olympic champion. The 
bulky dictionary flew off his hands 
and hit a burglar, who was near the 
‘open window, squarely on the head! 

The robber fell into the slush aut- 
side the window with a thud and hit 
his arm against a pot in the garden. 
He was still dangling with his other 
arm on the window, trying to get in! 

By then Ashok recovered from his 
fall and shouted for help, He hit the 
burglar with the iron window frame 
which the burglar had removed to get 
into the room. The burglar screa ned 
with pain 

Mrs Patil woke up hearing al the 
commotion With the help of 
neighbours they tied up the burglar 
with the clothes line from the gar- 
den and then called the police 

The burglar was none other ‘han 
the plumber who came that morning! 
He had committed several thefts and 
was a pick-pocket too 

Mrs Patil had no more complaints 
about her son's word mania, Ins:ead 
she presented him with several dic- 
tionaries and encouraged his literary 
pursuits. After all it was ‘word 
power" that had saved them! 




















HELLO DOCTOR abies | 





Maya Krishnan, Chennai 

? Do vitamins in pills differ from 
those in food? 

! Fruits, vegetables, whole grains 
etc,, contain natural chemicals that 
are called plant chemicals. They 
dissolve in the stomach and are well 
absorbed in the intestines to 


diet will help. Take plenty of fruits 
and vegetables. Drink plenty of 
water, Exercise for at least half an 
hour every day. Avoid oily and fried 
foods. 


OA Ananthi, Bangalore 

? Milk teeth do not need dental 
care, since they are anyway going 
to fall. Is it true, doctor? 

No, it is not true! Milk teeth act 
as the foundation on which healthy, 
permanent teeth develop. If the milk 
teeth become infected and decay, 
they need to be extracted. The 
infection from the decayed milk 
teeth can affect the healthy 


devel 

reach the blood. Vitamins in eveluement 90 
pills are the synthetic @ 

form of the same N 


nutrients. Our body 
absorbs synthetic forms 
as efficiently as the 
natural forms and uses 
them for tissue development and to 
prevent diseases. If a pill were to 
contain natural ingredients, it will be 
the size of a golf ball 





GS, Leelawathy, New Delhi 
? Ihave been suffering 

from constipation for the 

last six months. 

Kindly suggest a 

regimen to prevent it. 
1A daily high fibre 
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permanent tooth, 


OK. Mahesh, Karimnagar 

? Lam a student of Std ¥.I read 
4 lot of books and watch a lot of 
movies. This has 
resulted in my 
specs power 
rising to -7. 
1 want to 









bring it back to normal, as 1 want 
to become an astronaut, I’m 
prepared to work hard and wait for 
the required effect. Please help! 


! Minus power of spectacl 
usually stabilizes by the age of 20 
There are contact lenses available to 
lower the power. There is also 
surgery to get rid of the glasses, 
provided you are fit for surgery 
Laser treatment will also help you. 
Consult an ophthalmologist to solve 
your problem, 








0 R. Naveen, Rajapalayam 

? Luse eardrops whenever I have 
car pain. How safes itto use them? 
\ Eardrops are not as safe as we 


think them to be, Self-medication 
could be dangerous, A certain class 
of eardrops causes hearing los 
used fora prolonged period. In 
case of middle ear 
infection, the ear pain 














is due to inflammation 
or a tear in the 
eardrum, Pus may 
originate from the middle ear and 
flow out through a hole in the 
eardrum, Eardrops should not be 














used in such cases. If used, it will 
flow into the inner ear, which 
contains the delicate sound 
conducting system, affecting the 
auditory nerve and cause hearing 
loss, Itis always better to consult 
an ENT specialist before using 
cear drops 


STORY 


ama looked out 
cautiously from over 
the top. “No one’s in 


sight,” she hissed, 

Eenieie sighed in relief and 
slumped. Meenieie and Mineow 
were still fast asleep in the toe. 
Fortunately, their living space was 





the top part a tight fit 
He gave Mama a last, fond nip. 
She turned to lick him, clinbed 
out of their hidey-hole, and 
jumped out smoothly. He admired 








= 






her flexibility anew. She was so 
agile! But he badly wanted his 
milk. His stomach was 
rumbling. He wondered if 
he too should climb out — 
but she would be furious if 
he did. He had followed her 
once and she had hissed and 
large enough to accommodate spat in fury. It was too dangerous, 
them all - but Mama said that that she said. If the Humans found out 
was because they were all so they were done for. 
impossibly tiny. Soon they would He had mewed pitifully. Who 
grow. Eenieie was already finding were Humans? What would they 
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do? Would they keep away his 
milk? 

Mama had gathered Eenie, 
Meenie and Mineow and talked 
to them about Humans, They had 
no fur! And they were Huge. They 
stomped all over the place, Mama 
said that they lived in Houses. 
And they had all sorts of food, 
but they didn't like Mama to have 
any, so she had to take some 
when they weren't looking, It was 
all very sad and a little scary, and 
Eenieie had the uneasy suspicion 









that stealing wasn't right ... but 
she had to get food somewhere. 

Mama didn't trust Humans 
She said they had hurt her once. 
But she had no place to go with 
her kittens and was forced to hide 
away in a large boot that stood in 
a comer of an old storeroom 
Humans didn't come there much. 
So far, except for a couple of 
scares, they had managed. Eenieie 
had never ventured beyond the 
boot, aside from peeping over the 
rim, Sometimes he thought he 
saw a Human, but he'd never 
stayed to find out. 


_ 
Sitting inside the 
boot, —_Eenieie 


v , 
I" \ 
suddenly felt the \ 


ground shudder. He huddled with 
his sleeping brothers, frightened. 
This wasn't Mama! Mama 
wouldn't make the ground shake. 
Was this ... was this a Human? 










He mewed in fear and 
curled into a ball. He didn't know 
what the terrible Humans might 
do. What if they killed him? Had 
they killed Mama? He would hiss 
and spit and scratch them out, 

Then ... oh, horrors! He felt 
Something come down the boot 
Something was wriggling. 
Something poked him. And then 
he felt his world turn upside down 
as he rolled and rolled and rolled 
over ...Someone had tipped the 
boot. A Human! They had been 
discovered! 

Eenieie, Meenieie and Mineow 
howled in fear. They packed 


Pavithra Srinivasan) 
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themselves into tight fluffy balls 
as they rolled out of the boot. The 
air was filled with raucous shrieks, 
Eenieie thought he might die, his 
heart beat so fast 

Something touched his nose. 
He was lifted in the air. He hissed 
and spat. Tiny claws poked from 
his paws. 

“Ooh, look at the claws!" 

He couldn't understand the 
words, and opened one eye 
cautiously. It was a Human, He 
shook in fear, The Human was 
going to kill him! 

Then he felt something scratch 
his nose gently, It was the Human 
again, The voice was soft, The 
Human stroked his back, This felt 
nice ... why wasn't he Killed yet? 

Then he felt himself being set 
down, He smelt something ... he 
sniffed and sniffed ... and there, 
just in front of him was a saucer 
of milk! White and delicious 

He almost pounced on it 
and stopped, Humans were giving 


him milk? Why? 
He looked into the Human's 
face. There was some fur cn its 


head, and the eyes ... the eyes 
looked kind. 

They looked like Maria's, 
actually. 


The Human stroked his back 
again softly. He felt his fear melt 
a little, The Human murmured 
something and scratched behind 
his ears. Oh, this felt wonderful 
He edged closer and closer to the 
milk 


‘That was when he saw Mama, 
At once, he sidled up to her. 
Mama was looking at the Human 
too, She seemed to be listening 
hard, Then she purred. And began 
to lap at the milk, 

Soon they were drinking for all 
it was worth, At last, they curled 
into a corner, pleasantly full 
Meenieie and Mineow were 
already asleep. They never were 
intelligent, Eenieie thcught 





complacently. He edged closer to 
‘Mama and slid down her silky fur. 








BASH 


— see 


Rajashree lyer celebrates 
her th birthday on 19th April 
“Wishing you lots of good luck 
and happiness and always keep 
smiling, lots of love 


—Jayashree 





Hitesh Shrinivas celebrates his 12th 
birthday on 24th April 
“We all wish you a very 


happy 


and pleasant 
birthday and a prosperous 
life and future.” 


oa 


— Father, mother 





“Did they catch you?" he 
mewed. 


“No,” purred Mama, “The 


small Human tried, but it couldn't 
Itwas a female. I could sense she 














and sister. 


was not cruel, | tried to tell her 
the milk was for you and she 
brought some, But she didn’t 
know how to get you out, so she 
tipped the boot.” 

“| thought | was going to die,” 
yawned Eenieie. “Are 
Humans all right, then?” 

“Some, maybe," 
acknowledged Mama 

“Some. But you must 

learn how to spot them 
how to spot the kind 
ones, the wrong ones. I 
shall teach you." 
Eenieie fell asleep. He 
wasn't hungry any more 
Or afraid e 
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form on the reverse of 





this page 























Can you spot the twelve musical instruments 
hidden in this grid...? They can be found vertical, horizontal, 
diagonal, forwards or backwards. This grid has been sent 


by Ketaki M.Godse of Bengalooru. 
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Congratulations! | 








Only two readers were able to 
spot all the ten birds in Gogo's 
Grid - 8 (Gokulam March 2007) | 
Most of our readers had missed the 
drongo! Perhaps they don't know | 
hhow it looks. Here Sadrongo picture 
for you! 

The winners who share Rs.125 each are 

1) D.Rajarishi, Std IX, Riverside Public School, Nilgiris 

2) N.Nandini, Std IX, PES Central School, Mumbai 


Gogo’s Grid - 9 ENTRY FORM 


‘Name : (Mr/Ms) 

Age Class 
School 

“Residential Address 
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A OGOOOROGOEE 














Pin 
Signature 








* Local address is a must for overscas entries, 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
« Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries. * Entries with completed grid on the re- 
verse accepted on this form only * No xerox copies 


Last Date : 16.04.2007 
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NEWS DIGEST 


Hurrah, for HP. The postal de- 
partment of France has issued post- 
age stamps with pictures of some 
main characters in the Harry Potter 
series! Wow! We won't be surprised 
if J.K. Rowling is knighted by the 
queen of England in the near future, 





‘The national budget for 2007 - 
08 drew both bouquets and brie! 
bats, Though the finance minister 
claimed that it was an agriculture 
oriented budget, many felt that not 
enough is being done for the farm 
sector to produce more, However, it 
is now increasingly realised that in- 
dustrial production alone will not 
help India to prosper. 





Quattrocchi, the Italian 
involved in the Bofors scan- 
dal was arrested in Argen- 
tina where he was holiday- 
ing - since he wasa “wanted 
person” in India, But India 
does not have an extradition 
treaty with Argentina, He has been 
released on bail but is stil under trial 
CBI officials from India have been 
sent to Argentina to deal with the 
situation, Can they bring him to In- 
dia to face trial or will he give them 
the slip once again? Hold your 
breath! 











Tn Nandigram, West Bengal an 
agitation has been going on to pro- 
test against acquisition of farm lands 


* Boquots & 
brickbats 





for industrial pur- 
poses, When the pro- 
testers turned violent, 
police had to open fire and eleven 
persons were killed and severay, in- 
cluding 14 polic 





nen, were injured 
‘The blame game between the ruling 
party and the opposition is in full 







*AFrench 
honour 


swing! But the real issues are, (a) 
was this killing necessary? (b) have 
‘we correctly understood Gandhiji's 
Satyagraha and are we handling the 
‘weapon properly? 
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STORY 


here was a boy named Peter He 

was 12 years old. He was to go 

to his native place, Canada, fom Lon- 
don, on the 20th of that month, The day 
\was fast approaching, Peter and his par- 
cents were very busy packing. At last 
the and his family got into the aeroplane 
‘Onthe way the aeroplane 
tered stormy weather. The aeroplane 
‘was going out of control and many fll 











oun 


With love 


off their seats, However, after along 
the pilot managed to yet the 
flight under control. Peter was one of 
those who fell off 

Peter was falling off the plane very 
fast. But suddenly he s owed 
down and fell on a 
cloud. He tried to 

















touch the things there but they cisap- 
peared. 

There he saw a man, He sai that 
he wasa magician 

Peter asked, "Where am 1” 

The magician said, “This is 


Many Happy returns of the day 
to Chaitanya and Aishwarya 
whose birthdays are on Sth and 
24th April respectively 


Family and Friends, Mumbai 


3 








magicland” 

Peter asked, “Why did the things 
that I touched disappear’ 

‘The magician said, “There are sev- 
eral people in magicland and only they 
have the power to touch and use the 
things. We cannot pass it on to any- 
one.” 








forehead and chanted 
some magic words. A 
road appeared in front 
of him. The magician asked Peter to 
slide down the road. He landed at a 
place where there were several ships 
He got onto one of them and was sur- 
prised that the ship didn't disappear. 
He sailed in it and it took him toa 
place where there were many dragons 
He climbed onto one of the dragons 
and it lew over toa mountain and then 
vanished, As he stood at the highest 
point of the mountain another road be- 
came visible Peter sfid down the road 
At last it came to an end, Peter 
was very happy to see himself 











HAGICLANDY 










Peter 
said, “Okay then, 
please take me to my 
native place, Canada” 


“Okay” said the magician. N 


He placed his wand on Peter's 





K .kirtisagar celebrates his birthday on 28th 


April. 


We wish you many more happy returns 


of the day. 


- Family & Friends, Pune 


on earth, that too in his 
native place! 


~SJayachandran, 
‘Std.V, Ryan 
— International 


School, Surat 


K Kirtisagar 


EXPERIENCE as 


Y THE PROPER 
RESPONSE 


Th the June 2006 issue of Gokulam 
when I saw the subscription form, 
requested my. parents to subscrib: 
for me. My father promised to ge 
it for me every month from a frienc 
who owned a book stall in town, On thi 
4th of July, I received, the next issue by post 
It had my name on the cover. I didn’t knov 
why I got it. But my parents assumed that I hac 
sent the money for subscription. Both of then 
started scolding me. Annoyed and puzzled, 
went into my room with the magazine. I flippec 
through the pages. Then, suddenly, I read some: 



















My birthday was a very spe 
day, The day began with many 
phone calls from my friends and}. 
relatives who wished me a happy 
birthday. In the evening, as 


Gu q 
usual I went down to meet my 
friends, They all wished me [DVM ID) 
and 1 distributed chocolates. J) ! rl 


They were all excited and 


were murmuring amongst them- 
selves. I wondered what they were 
upto, Later one of my friends 
closed my eyes and led me into a 
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dark room. Suddenly I heard every- 
one scream ‘Happy Birthday 
Kausalya!’ The lights were 
switched on. All my friends stood 






thing that struck me — my 
name and above that was 
my ‘viewpoint’ on TV 
watching, “Hurrah”, I cried 
in excitement and ran 
downstairs to convey the 
good news. My parents’ ex- 
citement knew no bounds 
when they heard and they 
apologized too for their 
mistake. Thus my first copy 
of Gokulam arrived with a 

bang. 
— Ganesh.H, Std XII, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya - 1, 
Palakkad 





around a table with a 
cake onit. Icut the cake 
and they all sang the 
birthday song. The room 
was decorated with bal- 
loons and crepe paper, 
They had arranged to 
serve everyone cool 
drinks, wafers and cake. 
Tears ran down my eyes. 
Tt was a wonderful birth- 
day party. Hats off to 


3ASH 


you, my fri 
~ Kausalya Nar 
Std.IX, Vasant 
High School, Thane 











DAY IN DELHI 
During my half yearly 
holidays I went to Delhi. I first visited 
Qutub Minar, I was amazed at the tall 
structure. But they did not allow us to 
enter the building. I was told that a 
strange incident had taken place there 
some time back 
‘Ona particular day a lot of people 
had come to visit the Qutub Minar, It 
was over crowded and there was no 
place for people to even stand. Sud- 
denly a man fell from the Minar and 
died 
I was shocked to hear this. 1 also 
‘went to Aurangazeb's Palace in Agra. 
It was really big. saw many rooms and 
jails, I went home after an unforgettable 
day. 





-H.Kamala Kannan, Std. VI, 
Zigma Mat. School, Chennai 
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HAVE YOUR SAY 







* An innocent vietim! 


he Indian constitution states 
that we are a secular nation 
Secularism implies that 
respect all religions and faiths 
equally or *Sarvadharma sama 
bhava 
However, today these values 
have disappeared. Instead we have 
communalism and caste-based 
lence. Politicians demand votes on 
the basis of caste. Communal forces 
create disturbances for personal 
gains, Religion based politics poses 
a grave threat to society and the 
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a 
Unity, tove, compassion, loyalty 


and benevolence are forgotten 
People should be reminded that 


functioning of a de- 
mocracy 


these are the qualities thet have 
earned our country its reputation of 
being united in all its diversity. 
Peace is the need of the hour Let us 
sink our differences and rise 
above religions, caste and 





communal barriers and build a 


strong India 


Letus join hands and imp ement 
the of 
brotherhood. Only then can India 
ory and become a 
superpower in the near future. 
Kausturbha S.Gour, 
Std.X, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 

Gulbarga 


concept universal 





regain its past 








































Be a ¢ 
be a Contriou 
% — Write for Us! Become'a Gokulam writer or 
reporter! 
Send in your contributions to Gokulam either by post or 
e-mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly com) 
Each and every contribution you send must 
have the following: 
Your Name—MriMs, Your Age , Your \ yon 
Class, School name and Address, Your \ be 
Residential Address das 
While news, fairy tales, myths, etc can | Scho/ner 
be re-written you must tell us | Me 
where you have picked this re- 
». written material from. In other words, if you have 
used a ‘source’ for something you have written, 
‘you must tell us what the ‘source’ is, Otherwise, it 
FP will amount to copying! 
We appreciate and welcome all 
ORIGINAL contributions and we 
encourage you to be CREATIVE. If we find that a 4 
‘contribution has been copied, the contributor will 45 
be black listed and lose future opportunities. 
‘Though we may be unable to publish all your 
contributions, do not be disheartened - we would 
like you fo know that every little snippet you send 
is read, considered and evaluated by us. ALS 
Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope 
‘with your contribution so that it can be mailed back to you 
in case it is not published. 
Every published contribution (other han letters and 
queries), will receive a Participation Certificate. At 
the end of the one year period ending June 2007, 
the contributor who has collected the maximum 
number of certificates will receive a special 
prize 
Bf 50.22 Golulam contibutor 
F and try to win the Special Prize! 
Here's wishing you All the Best! 
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Twelve year old Raj was very 
passionate about dogs, His pet was 
Browny. He loved Browny very 
much. And Browny loved him too! 
But not everybody felt the way Ra} 
did, His parents didn’t approve of 
Raj’s pet and did their best to get 
rid of the dog. But Browny was a 
very peaceful and obedient dog, It 
didn’t trouble anyone. So they re- 
ally didn’t have any reason to send 
it away, 

Raj took his dog for a walk as 
usual that day. As they walked 
down the road, Browny suddenly 


This gave 
Raj’s parents 
the perfect excuse 
to send the dog away... 


darted forward and caught held of 
man’s ankle. Nobody knew why! 
But there was such a commotion 
This gave Raj’s parents the perfect 
excuse to send the dog away to the 
Jocal pound 

Raj missed his pet and was very 
unhappy, He knew that there must 
have been a very good reason for 
Browny to have acted in that man- 





ner, He felt that the person hurt by 
Browny must have been a criminal 
of some kind, Raj visited his pet at 
the dog pound regularly. 


A few weeks later, a thief 
broke into the house of Raj's 
neighbour, the Mehtas, They man- 
aged to catch him, To the surprise 
of Raj and his parents, the thief 
turned out to be the man whose 
ankles Browny 


had grabbed! 
1D AU) YY 






realised the reason 
for Browny’s strange 
behaviour, When the 
thief was handed over to the po- 
lice, they were told that he was a 
much wanted crimina 
Raj’s parents agreed to bring 
back the dog, Raj was the happi- 
est person the day Browny was 
brought back home. 
+ K. Harish, 
Std Vil, Chettinad 
Vidyashram, 
Chennai 





‘PERSONALITY 


; tives 
D TeVe tales’ OOK a ntroduced innovations in 
Kurien, the Amul man, dealt Lata 


the field of dairying, He established a 






has brought glory to our - 
country by building 
India’s dairy industry. 
The beginning of 
Amul can be traced to 
1949, when Dr Kurien 


network of veterinary services and 
cattle breeding centres, Sixteen years later, he became 
the head ofthe National Dury Development Hoard, 
and worked towards developing and replicating the 
* Anand Pattern allover the county 
Then came the worlds’ biggest dairy development 
progranme- ‘Operation Flood” in 1970, involving 
nearly 170 million people! Under this programme, 
six million dairy owners, fom across 75,000 village 
cooperatives, produce, process and market milk to 
‘over 500 cities and towns throughout Indi! Operation 
Flood helped to reduce India's dependence on milk 
imports and ensured supply of hygienic milk 
AtAnand, DrKurien 
nes? established one of the 
y) most hygienic and 
sophisticated dairies in Asia. He has 
received several awards 
and honours that include 
thePadma Shi the Padma 
Bhushan, the Magsaysay 
Award, the World Food 
in Gujarat, to organise Prize and the Padma 
milk production and all Spataisan for 1B tas 
thatit involved, Soon, he own humble way, 
took overa then existing Dr-Kurien says, “I was a 
dhiry cooperative run foreignet’.. he called 
by TPateland mobilised himself a foreigner as he 
a pedecan belonged to Kerala but 
moved to Gujarat on work) If | had tried to do 
- something on my own, I wouldn't have been able to 
doit. merely provided the managerial comporent..” 
(Source -A Vision of India profiles in Excellence 
by Swarn Khandpur) 




















took up a job at Anand 





Aishwarya Moban, 


Std.IX, Sri Vidya Mandir, Salem 





WORD ROOTS 


Gian ie teal 
with lots of fresh fruit and 
juices. 

The word fruit itself comes from 
Latin ‘fructus’ meaning ‘enjoyment 
of produce’ and related to ‘frug 
(fruits of the earth), 

An apple a day keeps a doctor 
way. So where does apple derive 
its name from? 

Well, it is of Germanic origin 
and is related to Dutch ‘appel’ and 
German ‘Apfel’ 

Orange comes from Old French 
‘orenge’ and is based on Arabic 
‘naranj’. A local variety of orange 
grown in southern India is called 
Narthangai, Itis used for pickles! 

What about those juicy grapes? 
Grapes comes from Old French, 
“graper’ (to gather grapes), which 
comes from ‘grap’ or hook (denot- 
ing an implement used in harvest- 
grapes), of Germanic origin 


NAMES! 








ing 











Peach is derived from 





Old French ‘pesche’ 

and Latin ‘persicum | 
(malum)’, literally meaning Persian 
apple 

sis ] 


Melon comes from the contrac 
tion of Latin ‘melopepo’ where 
‘melon'means apple and *pepon’ 
means gourd, Guava comes from 
Spanish ‘guayaba’; strawberry from 
German ‘Stroh’ and ‘Bere’ and 





jackfruit comes from Portuguese 
jaca and Malayalam chakka! 














In March 2005 I happened to 
read Gokulam. My father bought "for 
ne. From then I have never miss2d a 


ir —LeTTeR Box 





single issue I read and passed on 
Gokulam to my friends. Now they too 
have started buying itthemselves am 
ery proud to be the introducer of 


Gokulam to five of my friends 
-GRagavijaya, Std. 11, 
1 School, Neyveli 








T have been an enthusisstic 
reader of Gokulam since two years, 1 
thank you for the encouragement given 





wT 
to children and 
a your efforts te get 
the best out of them 
- GDivya, Std.IX, 
St. Joseph Convent School, 
Bengalooru, 








Tam new to Gokulam, [find it 
really helpful. It is a treasure 








a regular reader of 
knowledge Its very exciting to learn Gokulam for over eight months. tke 
new facts. I like grandmaworm, jt very much Recently my name 
puzzles, poems, creative comer Please, appeared inthe penpals page and. got 
can you give posters of Barbie, Abdul a friend Niveditha from Mamba am, 
Kalam and Sania Mirza Thankyou Gokulam 
= AK. - GAnusha, StdlX, 
DR.C.L, Netha M SBOA School and Ju 
Higher Segondary School, Chet Callege, Chet 
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(2 My sister and I are regular 
readers of Gokulam, We really 
appreciate the magazine and my sister 
has started contributing to Gokulam, 

But we think that the story 
“Sandra's New Doll’ which appeared 
inthe March 2007 issue is based on a 
picture story which appeared in an old 
edition of the children’s magazine 
Tinkle 





-Saloni 


[iGokulam isa great magazine, 1 
first read it 14 years ago when it was. 


priced around 3 Rs. loved it so much. 
Now I am twenty and recently 1 
‘managed to lay my hands on the latest 
issue of ‘Gokulam’, Gokulam is 
probably the best there ever was 
~Andrews, Hyderabad 





52 1 am a regular reader of 


Gokulam, It is indeed a superb 

‘magazine for children. It is an eye~ 

‘opener to the modern world and also 

gives lot of scope for budding young 

writers wish all the best to Gokulam 
=the magazine we love so much 

= Ipsit Bibhudarshi, 

‘Std.X, St.Paul’s School, 

Rourkela, 

Orissa 





©=Hello, Gokutam! 
‘The March issue was so 
interesting. The puzzles, 
stories and the articles 
(on various topics were very exciting 
and thrilling, T would like to give a 
suggestion give more contests for the 

readers. 
-M.Saravanaa Barati, Std. VI, 
Vardhaman Shiksha Mandir, 
Chennai 


4 It was a great surprise to find 
my article in the February issue of 





Gokulam, Thanks alot 
~ Swathi, Raipur (CG) 


{21 want to bring to your attention 
that the poem "The Box’ published in 
Gokulam March 
2007 issues actually 
a poem by Enid 
Blyton - 
except for 
two lines 
which havebeen 
changed. But it 
has been published as 
Ankita Kirkire’s poem 
Itis distressing 

Maithri Hegde, 

Chennai -41 
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BILLY 5: 
PILLAI 








Yeah, Billu here. No, 

you can't speak to 

lily now. She's busy 
studying 


how many calls 
for this LKG 
toddler!.. This will 
ensure that no one 
can call 








-Pogicered with the Rogar of Newapape tna under No, 4668/8 *Rogatred No. TN/CC(S)DN/107/06-08 - Lie 
we patie PG$ Lea WPP TNCO(S)ON4406-08 Raised win Si 


Develop Fluency & Confidence in ural 
Communication. 

Develop Ability in Written Communication. 

Develop Comfort in Contextual Vocabulary. 

Develop Creativity in Writting. 

Application of English Language Skills to Develop the 
intelligences. 


rhea 


ALOHA INDIA 

(hateion otk cadoy Li) 

‘An 180 9001 : 2000 Company 
‘Deccan Hertage’ meee It Floor Anna Saal, Nandan, 





